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CITIZENS, 


As ſoon as dur arrangements can be made, we ſhall 

proceed immediately to buſineſs. I ſhall therefore 
Juſt let you know in the firſt inſtance the plan of our ope- 
rations. We have erected, as you ſee, five tribunes. 
That in the centre will be for the chairman; the others 
for the reſpeCtive ſpeakers and readers. By this organi- 
zation, we ſhall be able to proceed with the buſineſs in 
all the different quarters of this numerous aſſembly at the 
ſame time. You will obſerve, that our proceedings have, 
in another reſpect, alſo, been divided with conſiderable 
regularity. The bufineſs we have prepared divides itſelf 
into five parts. In the firſt place, there are certain Reſo- 
lutions, which will be ſubmitted to your conſideration, 
proclaiming our abhorrence of all tumult, violence, and 


, commotion, and at the ſame time aſſerting our rights with 


2 boldneſs and firmneſs becoming ſo important a criſis. 
In the next _ we ſhall proceed to read a Petition to 
the King: which you will immediately perceive is a con- 
ſtitutional meaſure. It is admitted on all hands that we 


have, at preſent, a right to petitions And indeed if this 


right is taken away from us, we ſhall be reduced to the 
condition of the mute ſhell fiſh gaſping on the ſhore; 
ey feel pain and injury indeed, but can never ſeek 
8. | | 
1322 — will be a Petition to the Houſe of 
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Now, Citizens, it is not very common for us common 
folks to addreſs theſe great an mighty perſonages : but 
as there ſeems to be a conſpiracy exiſting among high and 
powerful individuals to deſtroy that honourable Houſe, by 
making that honourable Houſe the firſt movers and pro- 
moters of a meaſure for the deſtruction of the Liberty of 
Speech, it is neceſſary for us to ſay a few warning words to 
them, and to adviſe them, by our manly remonſtrance and 
petition, to preſerve themſelves and us from the danger with 
which we are all threatened by the Bill lately introduced 
into that Houſe, by one of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 

We ſhall then proceed, once more, to petition the Houſe 
of Commons, that thus petitioning each of the three 
branches of the Legiſlature, and the public ſentiment be- 
ing peaceably but boldly proclaimed, each of the three 
branches of the Legiſlature may be alike called upon to 
eſtimate by its beſt wiſdom the degree of reſpect to which 
that ſentiment is entitled. After this there will be ſome 
other reſolutions relative to the conduct of other perſons 
who have ſtepped forward on the preſent occaſion, with 
unwonted ardour and intrepidity to vindicate the rights 
of the nation. For I have the happineſs to inform you, 
that the ſpirit of Britons is not only rouſed without fide 
the doors of Parliament, but alſo within that Parliament 
itſelf. I have to inform you that it is the determination 
of ſeveral patriotic Members of the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to ſhew you that they can ſpeak to the people, as 
well as to thoſe honourable Houſes; and that if the dire 
neceſſity ſhould ever come, with the people they will ex- 
ert themſelves, and with the people die. Citizens, howe- 
ver novel it may appear to you, who have been uſed of 
late to expect little but contempt and reproach from per- 
ſons calling themſelves your repreſentatives, I have the 
honour to inform you that there are, at this time, aſſem- 
bled upon this ſpot, ſome of the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons; and that one in particular, Charles Sturt, 
Member for Bridport, has already ſigned his name to our 
petitions, and ſignified his determination to preſent that 
which is intended for the Houſe of Commons to that 
. Houſe, 

Now, 
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| Now, Citizens, I have only one thing more to obſerve» 
and then we will proceed to buſineſs; and that is, as to 
the manner in which we ſhall colle& your voices. You 
will remember that the central tribune is the tribune of 
the chairman; that he will hold in one hand a handker- 
chief, and in the other his hat; that the handkerchief will 
be the ſignal of the affirmative, and the hat of the nega- 
tive. 3 if you agree with our propoſitions 
u will hol up your hands. when he holds up his handy 
kerchief; and if you diſagree with us, you will hold up 
our hands when he holds up his hat. | 


The RESOLUTIONS were then read, as follows. 


Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society, and 
the other Friends of Liberty and Juſtice here aflembled, 
entertain the moſt ſettled and decided abhorrence of all 
tumult and violence; that they reſpect the peace and hap. . 
pineſs of ſociety, and regard, therefore, with becoming 
reverence, the inviolability of all magiſtrubes and others 
engaged in the conſtitutional diſcharge of their reſpective 
functions. 08 | f 
Reſolved, That we deplore, in common with all true 
lovers of the genuine principles of Liberty and Order, the 
tumultuary exceſſes of an enraged and uninformed popu- 
lace, on the firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament: 
and mark with our moſt unequiyocal cenſure that unhappy 
deluſion which appears to have occaſioned miſguided indi- 
viduals to dire& their indignation againſt the Sovereign, 
for errors and miſgonduct for which his Miniſters alone 
ought to be rendered reſponſible: and that not in a tumul- 
tuary, but in a legal and conſtitutional way: —a deluſion 
which would never have exiſted, if the efforts of Popular 
Societies to illuminate the People had not been counter- 

acted by unprincipled inquiſitions and illegal perſecu- 
tions, 9 | 3 1 

Reſolved, That the aſſertions of certain perſons in high 
Pation and authority, that the inſults offered to the perſon 
of the CHIET MAGISTRATE, in his paſſage: to and from 
Parliament on that day, originated in the meeting held on 
the preceding Monday in 1 neighbourhood of Copenhagen 
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Houſe 


GT 
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Houſe, is a groſs, unfounded, wiLFUL, and treacherous 
calumny, invented by intereſted and deſigning perſons, 
(who perhaps know that theſe exceſſes originated from 
a very different quarter), to furniſh them with a pretence 
for tyrannical uſurpations long before digeſted and deter- 
mined upon. | ; 
Reſolved, That we Kk NO w how to cheriſh, and to prac- 
fiſe, in caſes of the LAST EXTREMITY, the conſti- 
tutional right of reſiſtance to oppreſſion. We will exert 
our utmoſt -endeavors, on all occaſions, to repreſs all ir- 
regularity and exceſſes, and to bring the authors of ſuch 
un) uſtifiable proceedings to the juff reſponſibility of the 
W. x 


Citizens, you will perceive that theſe Reſolutions are a 
declaration of the i apes of our proceedings, 
and of our determination to purſue thoſe conſtitutional 
proceedings with the utmoſt reſpe& to property, order, 
and peace. . But at the ſame time that we profeſs and feel 
the neceſſity and the deſire of preſerving peace and order, 
we dv not abandon the conſtitutional right of reſiſting 
oppreſſion, as our anceſtors reſiſted it of old. If ever the 
dire neceſſity ſhould arrive, we know how to die; and 
we will die, if die we muſt, like Britons, like heroes, 
like reſpecters of the welfare and happineſs of mankind. 
But we will never countenance thoſe tumultuary exceſſes 
„ 1 occaſion us to die, not like heroes, but like 


The opinion of the Mecting was then collected upon the Reſo- 
lutions ; and the ſhew of hands was unanimous. 


We ſhall now proceed to read the Addreſs, Remon- 
ſtrance, and Petition, to the King. I will put you in 
mind, at the ſame time, that it will be neceſſary — you 
not only to hold 2 your hands, but ſign your names, to 
theſe Petitions; we truſt we ſhall be able to ſend them 
up to the reſpeCtive branches of the Legiſlature with three 
or four hundred thouſand names.. 


OY 


The PE TITION to the KING was then read, as follows. 


TO THE KING's MOST EXCELLENT . 
MAJESTY. 


The Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, of many thouſands 
of the Inhabitants of London and its environs, aſſociated 
with the London Carreſponding Soctety ; the legal but de- 
termined advocates of Britiſh Conflitutional Liberty, as 
eftabliſhed by the principles of the Revolution in 1688. 

Ir is with no ſmall degree of diffidence and anxiety, 
that we approach you once more, to preſent to your Ma- 
jeſty the griefs and complaints of an overburthened people, 
whom the miſconduct and arbitrary counſels of your Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters are rapidly driving to the verge of deſpe- 
ration. Twice before, within the laſt five months, have 
we attempted in vain to pour our grievances into your 
royal ear, and to convince your Majeſty, that the meaſures 
recently purſued by adminiſtration, as they have a direct 
tendency to reduce your people to the af degree of hu- 
man miſery, and, conſequently, to excite diſcontents againſt 
your Majeſty's Government, are, in reality, hoſtile to 
your Majeſty's authority, and inimical to your real inte- 
reſts. But, alas! our complaints, however well-founded— 
our petitions, however conſtitutional, have been paſſed over 
in ſilent neglect; and we have reaſon to believe, have 
been prevented even from coming to your Majeſty's 
knowledge, by the artifices of perſons in high authority 
who ſurround you, and who have an intereſt in preventin 
your Majeſty from being made acquainted with the — 
condition and ſentiments of the nation. 

Inſtead of redreſs, therefore, we have met with calumny: 
—inſtead of alleviation of exiſting oppreſſions, we are 
threatened with the total extinction of our yet remaini 
_ Iiberties. Parliamentary corruption, and an unjuſt 
ruinous war, have reduced us to beggary and famine ; and 
when we call for the reformation of the one, and the re- 
- linquiſhment of the other, Bills are brought into Parlia- 
ment by your Majeſty's miniſters, which make it F _— 
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1 
and H ion TRrEASON to give a tongue to theſe miſeries we 
cannot but feel! I 

Bur, while it is yet LEGAL—while Magna Charta and 
the Bill of Rights ſtill remain in force! ! ! BEFORE 
theſe tremendous Bills which threaten to overthrow the 
conſtitutional throne of the Houſe of Brunſwick, and to 
eſtabliſh the deſpotiſm of the exiled STUARTs, paſs into 
a law—we aſlemble once more, called together By THE 
STRONG SENTIMENT OF DUTY TO OURSELVES, T 
OUR POSTERITY, AND TO YOUR MAJESTY, Whole 
ſafety is involved in theſe unparalleled meaſures, to expreſs, 
m a manner at once firm and conſtitutional, the ſenſe we 
entertain of them, and our well-founded apprehenſions 
of 8 dreadful conſequences with which they may be at- 
tended. Þ 

At the ſame time, permit us to conjure your Majeſty, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to diftruft the ſincerity of thoſe 
who, with inſidious profeſſions of zeal and attachment to 
your perſonal ſafety and aggrandiſement, would perſuade 
you to aim at the extenſion of your authority beyond the 
due limits preſcribed by the Revolution; to call to 
recollection the leſſons and examples of former hiſtory ; 
to reflect upon the inſtructive ſeries of events that placed 
= family upon the throne of Britain, and finally to 

ſcriminate with that rigid impartiality which can alone 
give ſtability to your Majeſty's government, between your 
real and your pretended friends. | 

We . conjure your Majeſty, with that anxiety and 
freedom which the awful criſis of our fate inſpires, not to 
forget that wholeſome and incontrovertible maxim, © that 
e thoſe who are hoſtile to the rights and liberties of the 
&« People, can never be real friends to the juſt prerogatives 


& of the Crxwn.” The intereſt of the People their 


Chief Magiſtrate ought to be i yable > but we conjure 
your Matty w_ to — — far this can bly 

the caſe, when reſtrictions are put upon the liberties of 
the ſubject & during the term of your Majeſty's natural 
« Ae,“ which have never before been deemed neceſſary 
fince the eſtabliſhment of our conſtitution. Neither can 
we, conſiſtently with that conſtitutional loyalty we 
profeſs, take leave of this ſubject without —_ 
c — 


Ss 


Majeſty of the ominous circumſtance of the preſent mea- 
ſures being founded upon precedents (ſo far as precedents 
can any where be found) in the deſpotic reigns of the Houſes 
of Tudor and of Stuart, the latter of which precedents was 
fo ſhortly followed by the Revolution that drove that houſe 
of Stuart from the throne, and was indeed ſo materially 
inſtrumental in producing that event. We truſt, what- | 
ever may be the evil counſels and evil projects of a deſ- 
perate adminiſtration, that the Houſe of Brunſwick will nat 
FORGET THE PRINCIPLES TO WHICH THEY OWE 
THEIR ELEVATION; and we therefore ſubjoin, without 
fear of offence, or dread of imputation on our loyalty, 
the fond belief, that BRITONS have not yet relin- 
quiſhed either the love of Liberty or the manly courage 
which diſtinguiſhed their anceflors at the period to which 
we have alluded. | 

And, finally, we conclude with petitioning p_ Majeſty 
to lay theſe things to your heart; to prevent the poſs:b:lity, 
by preventing the NECESSITY, of inteſtine commotion z 
and to inſtruct your — miniſters, (or ſuch others 
as your Majeſty in your wiſdom may think proper to call 
to your councils) to turn their attention to the redreſs of 
exiſting abuſes, inſtead of laying ADDITIONAL Burthens 
and reſiriftions upon your already oppreſſed and unhappy 
people. . 6 


And now, Citizens, with your permiſſion I will ſay a 
few words to you upon the ſubject of this addreſs; and if 
you will be kind enough to be ſilent, every individual 
will hear, for half this exertion would, in a complete] 
ſilent aſſembly, extend the voice from one corner of this 
field to the other. LOH 

Citizens, be kind enough to call to your recollection 
the ſort of ſituation in which you now ſtand, and the ſitu- 

ation in which you would ſtand if the Houſe of Commons 
were in reality your repreſentatives; and if the King's 
Miniſters diſcharged their duty, by reſpecting the Conſti- 
| tution eſtabliſhed in 1688 by a GLORIOUS REVOLUTION ! 

You will remember that previous to the year 1688, the 
houſe of Stuart occupied the throne. If then the _ of 

| tuart 
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Stuart deſerved to be driven from that throne; it is elkar 
and poſitive that the houſe of Stuart were tyrants, whoſe 
conduct was inimical to the welfare and happineſs of the 
people. On the other hand, if the houſe of Stuart ruled 
and governed as they ought, if their ſimes were in reality 
good times, it was treaſon, rebellion, and uſurpation to 
accompliſh that Revolution which our anceſtors thought fit 
to bring about at the famous zra of 1688. 

Now then, Citizens, mark what is the conſequence. 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, by telling you that the times of 
Charles the Second were times, do in reality, though 
in a round about way, call his preſent Teaſe a uſurper 3 
and conſequently are as guilty of High Treaſon as words 
can poſſibly make them? which is ſomewhat extradr- 
dinary in perſons who are ſo anxious to ſubject words to 
the penalties of that moſt terrible of all crimes. We, 
however, ſhall ſhew that we have more loyalty ; that we 
reſpe& the houſe of Brunſwick, becauſe we reſpect the prin- 
ciples which placed that houſe of Brunſwick upon ths 
throne; and that we are reſolved to die, one after another, 
or in one Spartan maſs, rather than relinquiſh thoſe prin- 
ciples which eſtabliſhed the houſe of Brunſwick, and ſe- 
cured our liberties, by the glorious Revolution of 1688. 
We then are the loyal men; the framers ef the preſent 
Bill, according to their own new-fangled doctrines of 
conſtructive treaſon, are the traitors; and fortunately for 
the nation, the reſponſibility is fixed upon two of the moſt 
zealous ſupporters of theſe doftrines—upon the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and Lord Grenville. They are the men 
who have brought forward the meaſures which in reality _ 
(if adopted) reſtores the tyranny of the Stuarts, and abo- 
liſhes the principles upon which the houſe of Brunſwick 
claims the Britiſh throne. 

Theſe, Citizens, may appear bold ſentiments, but they 
are the ſentiments of truth. The Conſtitution will beat 
me out in theſe aflertions: for I repeat to you, if the 
times of the Stuarts were good times, it was rebellion and 
uſurpation to drive them from the throne, and place ano- 
ther family in their place. But if they were bad times, 
we were called upon by duty to get rid of thoſe bad times: 
and having been called upon by duty to get rid of thoſe 

| | bad 
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bad times, we were called upon by the ſame duty never to 
ſuffer theſe bad times to be reſtored. | 
I believe, Citizens, it is not neceſſary to ſay much 
more upon this ſubject. You will perceive we are ſtand- 
ing here to vindicate the principles of the Conſtitution z 
and that we have a right ſo to vindicate them, from what- 
ever quarter they may be attacked; I necd only add that 
if we act like men, preſerve peace and good order, reſpect 
the laws, purſue the peaceable redreſs of grievances, and 
ſtand firm to our poſts, we cannot fail of being ultimately 
friumphant. In this ſtruggle we ſhall be ſupported by fome - 
of thoſe very families who aſſiſted in procuring the Re- 
volution of 1688; and in defending the principles of that 
Revolution, we ſhall ſhew Miniſters that we are not a 
Swiniſh Multitude, that we are not a herd of ſlaves, that 
we have not degenerated to a race of poltroons and cow- 
ards; and that we remember that even Judge Blackflone 
himſelf, in his Commentaries on the laws of England, does 
expreſsly lay it down that the reſiſtance of oppreſſion is a 
conſtitutional right, which the people are called upon to 
exerciſe whenever they are driven to the laſt extremity, 
and their liberties and happineſs are impudently and inde- 
cently invaded. Wy | 
Having ſaid thus much to you, we will now, if you 


pleaſe, proceed to read the Addreſs to the Houſe of Lords. 


. The Petition to the Lords was then read; as follows — 


TO THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPO. 
RAL IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. _ 
The Petition of the underſigned Inhabitants of London and 
ils environs, the firm and conſittutional afſertors of Bri- 
tiſh Liberty, oy” TIRE” op; 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 2:8 
In the preſent alarming criſis, when almoſt all that 
remains of the Conſtitution eſtabliſhed at the Revolution 
in 1688, is openly attacked by a Bill introduced into Par- 
- liament by a member of your honorable Houſe, and ano- 
ther equally alarming which has been brought = = 
tan | C | 0 
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Houſe of Commons, we ſhould deem ourſelves inexcuſe- 
able if we neglected the opportunity of a ſolemn appeal to 
each of the reſpective branches of the Legiſlature, to teſ- 
tify our deep ſenſe of the threatened 2 of our liber- 
ties, and to remind our iſlators of the ſacred ties of 
reciprocal obligation that muſt ever exiſt between the Go- 
vernment and the People; that whatever may be the con- 
ſequences of the preſent meaſures, our names may deſcend 
unſullied to poſterity, and the Univerſe bear witneſs that 
we have diſcharged the duty of Men who, were anxious to 
preſerve the peace and liberty of their —_— 

We therefore Pray your Lordſhips to take into your 
moſt ſerious conſideration the alarming tendency and pro- 
bable conſequences of the coercive Tritern now in the 
contemplation of the Legiſlature, and of appealing to the 
authority of ſuch times as thoſe from which the precedents 
for the impending Bills have too evidently been drawn. 
Is it to the arbitrary reigns of the Tupors that a people 
boaſting the freedom of a renovated Conſtitution are to 
look up for the authorities that are to reſtrict their rights, 
and new model their laws and inſtitutions? Is it from 
the uſurpations of the Houſe of STUART that precedents 
are to = crawn under the reign of a Monarch whoſe 
throne was erected upon the ruin of the family that at- 
tempted, and for a while accompliſhed, thoſe uſurpations ? 
If the times of the STUART were © good times,” what 
were thoſe anceſtors who produced the Revolution of 1688, 
in order to change thoſe times? If the conduct of the 
Houſe of Stuart deſerves the imitation of this enlightened 
age, what is the Houſe of Brunſwick, whoſe ſucceſſion 
was ſecured by driving thoſe Stuarts into vagrant exile ? 
We beſeech your Lordſhips ſeriouſly to conſider, whether, 
by countenancing ſuch arguments and adopting meaſures 
upon ſuch precedents, > ow may not ultimately produce a 
ſuſpicion, even in the Royal Breaſt, that your attachment 
to the Houſe of Brunſwick is not ſo ſincere as for the 
pms of the nation might be wiſhed: For how can they 

e ſincerely attached to the Houſe of Brunſwick, who thus 
abjure the principles which ſeated that Houſe upon the 
Throne? We conjure your Lordſhips alſo to conſider, 
zyhether to ſuffer à Bill for the fabrication of new * 
0 1 G an 
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and genera of Treaſon—a Bill which does in reality re- 
peal and annul the wiſe and excellent proviſions extorted 
from Edward the Third, by the wiſdom and perſevering 
virtue of the independent repreſentatives of the people, to 
be recommended by the ſanction of your honorable Houſe, 
is not at this period peculiarly impolitic, and calculated, if 
ſuch prejudices as ſome appear to apprehend have actually 
ariſen againſt the Ariſtocratic branch of our Conſtitution, 
to give thoſe prejudices additional force, and even to create 
ſuch prejudices, if yet, as we preſume, unknown? 

To conclude, my Lords, permit your petitioners to en- 
treat your honorable Houſe to preſerve the country from 
the manifold dangers, factions, conſpiracies, and diſturb- 
ances, to which, in all human probability, thoſe unconſti- 
tutional meafures, if unhappily adopted, may give birth. 


This petition having been unanimouſly adopted, F. Thel- 
wall then read the Addreſs to the Houſe of Commons, as 
follows — ns | 


To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
; ment aſſembled. | 


The Petition of the underſigned Britons, inhabitants of 
London and its environs, aſſembled together to expreſs 
their free ſentiments, according to the tenor of the 
Bill of Rights, on the ſubje of the threatened invaſions 
of their Conſtitutional Liberties ! | 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONORABLE HOUSE, 


Your petitioners approach you, once more, to make their 
grievances and apprehenſions known, in a legal and conſti- 
tutional manner, to that branch of the Legiſlature, which 
from its legal fiyle and firm, was evidently intended to be 
the conſtitutional Guardian of the people's liberties, and 
the champion of its rights and privileges ! But we er : 
you, not as heretofore, to claim the reformation of ex/?- 
ing abuſes : if thoſe claims had been attended to, the cauſe 
of our preſent petition could never have ariſen! Me come 
not to repeat our unanſwered arguments on the neceſsity of 
Parliamentary Reform: the : ery propoſition of the = 

| -2 , ſures 
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ſures we now proteſt againſt is a demonſtrative evidence of 
the neceſſity of ſuch reform! but we approach you, with 
conſtitutional reverence and Britiſh firmneſs, to conjure 
you not to drive the people of this diſtreſſed and irritated 
nation to ſuch deſpair, as the adoption of the coercive 
ſyſtem in agitation before you, we are firmly perſuaded, in 
« a end, muſt inevitably produce. 

We conjure this honorable Houſe to remember, that the 
vital energies of the Britiſh Conſtitution conſiſt in the 
liberti:s of Speech, and of the Prefs ; that the ſafety and 
' preſervation of our lives and liberties (next after that im- 
mortal inſticution the Trial by Fury) depend upon the ſtrict 
obſervance of the proviſions of that admirable Statute of 
Treaſons, extorted by a virtuous Houſe of Commons from 
Edward the Third. We conjure you alſo to remember, 
that the invaſion of theſe liberties, and the violation of 
this ſafety, by arbitrary inſtitutions, and new theories. of 
conſtructive treaſon, though ſometimes aſſumed under pres 
tence of ancient prerogative, and ſometimes confirmed by 
corrupt Repreſentatives and arbitrary acts of Parliament, 
have never failed of being productive of conſequences the 
moſt alarming, both to the Government and the people, 
That the adoption of thoſe very maxims and precedents 
upon which the propoſed meaſures are evidently founded, 
brought one unhappy Prince of the Houſe of Stuart to the 
ſcaffold, and drove another with his poſterity from the 
throne; and that, therefore, to propoſe and ſupport ſuch 
meaſures, is, in reality, to endanger-not only the tranquility 
of the nation, but the ſafety even of his Majeſty's perſon 
and Government, in ſupport of which thoſe meaſures are 
ſaid to, be brought forward. | 

Permit us ſolemnly to conjure this honorable Houſe, to 
recollect the events that immediately preceded and pro- 
duced the Revolution of 16£8—the doctrines advanced in 
juſtification of that memorable event, and the principles 
which eſtabliſhed the Houſe of Brunſwick on the throne. 
Let us conjure you alſo to conſider with due deliberation the 
limits, and the ſacred nature, of that compact which exiſts 
between the Government and the People ; and the dread- 
ful conſequences that muſt inevitably enſue, if ever thoſe 
limits ſhould be violated, or this compact broken. 
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If theſe cireumſtances are duly conſidered, we feel a 
ſettled confidence, that the ſtrong and hitherto unparal- 
leled attempts to deſtroy the perſonal ſecurity of the peo- 

le of theſe realms, and annihilate the ſacred right of po- 
Rica diſcuſſion, will meet with the decided reprobation 
of this honorable Houſe - that precedents drawn from the 
tyrannical reigns of the Tupoks and the STAR Ts, will 
be rejected with indignation; and that this honorabie 
Houſe will be ſtruck with horror at the idea of ſtaining 
the annals of the Houſe of BRUNSWICK, by the revival 
of thoſe very meaſures which brought the Houſe of Stuart 
into ſuch general odium, and was productive of ſuch into- 
lerable oppreflion, as to juſtify the reſiſtance of the people, 
and produce that GLORIOUS REVOLUTION, upon 
the principles of which, and of which alone, the Houſe 
of Brunſwick is at this time ENTITLED to the Britiſh 
Crown. | | | 
- Your petitioners therefore pray this honorable Houſe to 
conſider the purport and tendency of the Bill introduced 
for the reſtriction, or rather, the utter prevention, of po- 
pular aſſemblies for the purpoſe of political inveltigation, 
and to diſmiſs it with that marked diſapprobation it ſo 
juſtly deſerves; to guard with the moſt inviolable reſpect, 
that ſacred inſtitution the Trial by Jury; and to ſuffer no 
arbitrary innovations, under any pretence whatever, on 
the exiting laws of Treaſon and Sedition—laws which 
have hitherto been found fully competent to all the juſt 
purpoſes of free and equitable Government. 
And, finally, we entreat this honorable Houſe to be- 
lieve, that when we profeſs our abhorrence of all tumult 
and violence, and reject with the utmoſt indignation the 
groundleſs calumnjes that have been ſpread againſt our 
peaceful, orderly, and conſtitutional meetings, we do it 
from a firm and long ſettled conviction, that all acts of 
violence and outrage are moſt eminently injurious to that 
great cauſe of National and Conſtitutional Liberty to 
which we are attached. At the ſame time, we conjure 
you to confide in the firmneſs and temperance of the = 
ple of Great Britain, who, we truſt, have not deg#nerated 
from the ſpirit and bravery of their anceſtors, nor forgotten 
the important leffons inculcated by their example. _ 
is 
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Dis having been alſo unanimouſly adopted, J. Thetwall 
procreded. 

It is with great ſatisfaction, Citizens, that I obſerve 
| hitherto every thing conducted with unanimity. We have 

now only to add a few, reſolutions of thanks to the honor- 
able ſupporters of the rights of the people, for theix de- 
termination to adhere to thofe principles which were ſanc- 
tioned by the Revolution of 1688, and then we ſhall have 


done. : 
The Reſolutions of Thanks were then read. 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given 
to his Grace the Duke of Bedford, Lord Lauderdale, the 
Right Honorable Charles James -Fox, Richard Brinfley 
Sheridan, Charles Grey, John Chriſtian Curwen, Charles 
Sturt, and all thoſe diftinguiſhed Members of the two 
Houſes of Parliament who, in the preſent hour of trial, 
have proved themſelves to be the true friends of the Rights 
and Liberties of the People. 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Whig Club, for their ſpirited proceedings and reſo- 
lutions of yeſterday; and to all thoſe perſons whoſe pa- 
triotic exertions have conduced to the accompliſhment of 
the preſent happy unanimity among the Friends of Free- 
dam. 


A Cry of ERSKINE—ERSKINE ! 


Citizens, We muſt remember, that when we are doing 
buſineſs we muſt preſerve a uniformity in what we do. 
If we were now returning thanks to the friends of liberty 
in general, I ſhould be as anxious as any man to inſert 
Mr. Erſkine's name; for I know no man in the Houſe of 
Commons who has ſtood forward with more zeal or greater 
energy. But we are now returning thanks to thoſe only 
who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves with reſpect to the par- 
ticular meaſures now in the contemplation of the Legi- 
ſlature. Though I know Mr. Erſkine's heart is wholly 
and ſolely with us, he has not yet delivered his ſentiments 
upon the Bill; and that for a very good reaſon: a man gf 
fuch eminence in his particular profeſſion is called upon 

| fac 
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for more precaution in delivering his opinion upon any | 


pending meaſure than is necellary for any other perſon: 
and for this reaſon, till printed copies of the Bills are de- 


livered to the members, ſo as to put them in accurate 


282 of the expreſs terms and clauſes, it might be 
mproper for a man of his legal eminence to commit him- 
ſelf, by any ſpecific animadverſions. For this reaſon, (and 
this alone, I will venture to aſſert) his opinion has not 
been yet delivered in the Houſe of Commons. In the 


Whig Club I believe he has delivered his ſentiments in a 


bold and decided way; but as the ſentiments then deliver- 
ed are not yet publiſhed, we cannot take public notice of 


them. I think, therefore, that we do enough, when we 


particulariſe thoſe by. name who have already ſpoken their 
ſentiments in an explicit way upon the ſubject. Lo them 
let us yield that approbation and applauſe which is ſo juſtly 


merited, and which I hope we always be ready to 


give. | | | 
De Reſolutions were then put and carried as above. 


Citizens, I ſhall now take the opportunity of ſaying 
ſomething more to you upon the ſubject of the preſent 
criſis. You obſerve, however, that the ſtate of my lungs 
is not very favorable for ſpeaking in ſo open a place. 
Pardon me; therefore, if I diſplay not the animation to 
which the ſubject is entitled. You will, I dare fay, do 
me the credit to believe, that my want of animation does 
not ariſe from want of zeal in the public cauſe. When 
you ſhall be informed, that ſince the preſent unconſtitu- 
tional meaſures have been propoſed in the two Houſes 
of Parliament, a fingle moment has ſcarcely paſſed in 
which I have not been ſome how or other buſied in the 
preparation or enforcement of ſuch meaſures as might 
awaken the public mind to a ſenſe of the impending dan- 
ger—either by preparing Addreſſes to the Public, Petitions 
to the different branches of the 4 or Gong 
in my Lectures, thoſe principles of Liberty, a zealous an 


determined attachment to which is readered — neceſ- 


fary by theſe arbitrary meaſures—When you©onſider that, 
day after day, I have been obliged to go from my deſk to 


my 
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my tribune, from my tribune to my deſk, and from my 
deſk to my tribune again, you will not be ſurpriſed that 
am not capable of exerting myſelf with that animation 
which glows in my heart, and which ſhall continue to ſti- 
mulate my conduct as long as Britons ſhew themſelves men, 
though the end of ſuch exertions ſhould be death in the 
Field of Battle, or execution on the Scaffolc. 

Citizens, I am not a reſpecter of names, nor any great 
venerator of thoſe diſtinctions which in general command 
the reſpe& or the contempt of the world, and to me it 
appears equally honorable, equally glorious, to die in the 
cauſe of Liberty by the Cannon or by the Halter : and-when 
the liberties of my Country are attacked, when' profligate 
miniſters have dared to proclaim that men have no rights, 
and that it is a crime to talk of the rights of man—when 
the miniſters of the Houſe of Brunſwick forget their duty 
to the people, and abandon the revolutionary principles of 
1688—when they dare, with profligate corruption, to under- 
mine our rights, and then, in anſwer to our calls for re- 
dreſs, to introduce a military deſpotiſm over us, the only 
thing in reality painful or diſgraceful. would be, in the 
midſt of ſuch circumſtances, to die, like a coward, in one's 

bed, inſtead of meeting one's fate, like a man, in ſome 
brave and glorious ſtruggle in defence of the rights and 
| liberties of human nature. 

From this diſgrace, however, it ſeems there are ſome 
who are willing enough to preſerve me, ſome baſe and 
cowardly aſſaſſins having lately found their way into my 
neighbourhood, who plant themſelves on the tops of the 
adjoining houſes in order to knock me o' the head, by 
throwing brick-bats and tiles at me through my ſky- 
lights, as I paſs up and down upon my own ſtair-caſe. 
But eager as theſe ruffians or their employers may be for 
my deſtruction, whatever means they may adopt—perlſes 
cution and malice ſhall be undeſeryed on my part. I will 
xeverence the peace of Society—but I will never relinquiſh 
the rights of man. Theſe T wil defend with Britiſh de- 
termination, nor, in their defence, ſhrink from the fate 
which, brave gnen ove to diſhonorable life. | | 
Bt permit me, Citizens, to warn you, that though you 
are here aſſembled to expreſs, with the fervor of indignant 


freedom, 
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freedom, your ſentiments upon the moſt alarming and pro- 
fligate meaſures brought forward by his Majeſty's miniſters, 
that you do not yet know the extent of the evil. Deſigning 
men, however practiſed in the arts of hypocriſy, cannot 
always help confeſſing their villainy. It has flipped out, 
that theſe meaſures, diabolical as they are, are only a part 
of a plan regularly digeſted and determined upon by the 
Adminiſtration. - What do you ſuppoſe then the other 
parts of this plan to be? Look to your Barracks, which 
in every town and village inſult the eyes of once inde- 
e Britons look to the treaties lately announced 
between the Courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and St. Fames's : 

and then tell me whether another part of the plan 
may not probably be to introduce Heſſians, Croats, Ruſ- 
ſians, C facts, Auftrians,' barbarians and cut-throats of all 
deſcriptions, to dragoon you, and compel you to bow down 
your necks to the yoke that Pitt and Dundas are forging 
for you? But I hope we ſhall ſhew them, that though 
they may break our necks, they cannot break our reſolu- 
tion to maintain the freedom purchaſed by the blood of our 
anceſtors, 

But, Citizens, this 'is not enough---making words 
treaſon is not enough—making it treaſon to publiſh that 
his Majeſty ought not to be called King of Corfica—that 
his Majeſty ought not to be called Defender of the Faith, 
or King of France, or that Corſica ought to be given up, 
or a Weſt India Iſland evacuated (for theſe are declarations 
of conſpiracies, — to their new ſyſtem and quaint 
phraſeology, to depoſe the King from parts of his royal 
title) — Theſe new treaſons are not enough—-it is not 
enough to tell you, that if ten or twelve men meet toge- 
ther in a public way, to diſcuſs any ſubject of a politica] 
nature, they muſt firſt call in a magiſtrate, and if the ma- 
| wr in his ſovereign wiſdom and authority, chooſes to 
declare that ſomething has been ſaid that had a ſeditious 
tendency, you muſt immediately take it for granted that 
Mr. Pitt's Juſtices of the Peace, like the Pope of Rome, 


are infallible, and you muſt immediately diſperſe ; and if 


you do not diſperſe immediately, then, hocus pocus, by the 
uttering of ſome ſtrange cabaliſtic word, like harlequin 
with his dagger of lath, 3 juſtice is to _ 
| | | h torm 
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form this ſedition either into treaſon or felony : it is not 
pet, I believe, determined which: but there is very little 
difference in effect; ndr does it matter much whether we 
are ſent, with fetters upon our legs, like highway robbers 
and * to Botany Bay, or hanged up like dogs at 


home. But theſe are not meaſures ſtrong enough for 
the preſent miniſter : nor can even the treaties with Vienna 
and Peterſburgh give ſufficient ſecurity to HIS Conſtitu- 
tion—Mr. Luſhington tells you it is his intention to bring 
a bill into Parliament to invade that ſacred inſtitution, 
Trial by Jury. | 

I tell you, Hvitons, whenever Trial by Jury is aboliſhed, 
there will be but one trial left for us—a trial which will 
undoubtedly be productive of many knock-down argu- 
ments to — that which the Pope himſelf has 
lately diſcovered, that the voice of the People is the voice 
of God ! or at leaſt that we have no better way of know- 
ing the voice of God, or Nature, than liſtening to the 
congregated voices of thoſe beings who alone are capable 
of declaring any will at all. | | 

But, Citizens, be not diſmayed: there is nothing in 
this world worth being alarmed about, if theſe meaſures 
are to be adopted. Do not be afraid of having your 
throats cut by the Military (even if the Military were 
fools enough not to know that we are better friends to 
them than the Miniſter is diſpoſed to be !)—do not be 


afraid of this: for it is better to have your throats cut 4 


like the Pigs you have been compared to, than to be 
hanged like the Dogs to which you have not yet been aſſi- 
milated. I ſpeak not to whet your minds to violence, 
but to ſteel them with fortitude. I wiſh for the univerſal 
preſervation of peace and tranquillity. I own to you, to 
make uſe of the language of the Solicitor General, “ I carry 
« my criminal enthuſiaſm ſo far as to wiſh for the eſta. 
ce bliſhment of univerſal peace and fraternity !” But I 
am very ſure that we ſhall never eſtabliſh either peace or 
fraternity by ſuffering a parcel of beings, of whatever 
deſcription, to enforce whatever meaſures they chooſe, 
while we fit down quietly under all the deſpotiſm and 
uſurpations they may think fit to invent. Let us then, 
make uſe of our reaſon, as long as they will permit us to 
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reaſon; and when they will not ſuffer us to reaſon any 


longer, why then you know we reaſoning beings can no 
longer adviſe you what meaſures to purſue. It is im- 
poſſible for us to exert either logic or declamation to 
perſuade you not. to knock them on the head, when there 
is an Act of Parliament making it unlawful for us to 
rſuade you at all. We will oppoſe theſe bills to the 
aſt then, with every argument we can deviſe; and then 
we will waſh our hands of the buſineſs, and let them take 
the conſequences of their own madneſs and deſperation. 

At the ſame time, however, I truſt we ſhall never be 
driven to this filence—nor you to ſo direful a neceſſity, as 
your anceſtors have ſometimes been driven to. I truſt 
that in every part of the country the congregated voice of 
Engliſhmen will be uplifted to fruſtrate the artifices, and 
overawe the uſurping inſolence, of thoſe who dare to in- 
vade our rights—till, like cowards, (for bullies moſtly are 
cowards) they fly abaſhed from their lofty ſituations, and 
leave the 2 of abuſes, and the regeneration of 
our Conſtitution, to more honeſt and more able hands. 

Citizens, It is true that the ſyſtem of military coercion 
has already been carried to an enormous extent. The 
miniſter has uſurped to himſelf the royal ſtate of having a 
body guard; and he either would not condeſcend, a 
did not dare to go and eat his ſugar-plumbs at Grocers'- 
hall, without having a troop of armed men to protect his 
coach, and cut down all thoſe abominable Jacobins who - 
had the blaſphemous and treaſonable preſumption to hiſs at 
him, and cry out No Pitt! No War! 

But, Citizens, this very thing ſhews you the cowardice 
as well as the preſumption of the man. It ſhews you that 
intimidation has taken poſſeſſion of his mind; that his heart 
begins to fail; that he knows the voice of his countrymen 
is againſt him. We have nothing therefore to do, but to lift 
up our voices in that manly, determinate, and conſtitutional 
way, in which we have this day proceeded, and we may 
be aſſured that Liberty will triumph, and that Pitt and his 
Janizaries will be diſmiſſed together in diſgrace and infamy. 
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